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Explore Read-In Week 
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Anne 
says 
gossip 
not 
true 


Beheading 
suspect to 
stand trial 

crime The man accused of 
beheading a passenger on 
a Greyhound bus over the 
summer has been found 
fit to stand trial. 

Vince Li, a former 
Edmonton newspaper car¬ 
rier, has been imprisoned 
in Portage La Prairie since 
July, awaiting results of a 
psychiatric evaluation that 
would determine whether 
he is fit to stand trial. 

In his first court appear¬ 
ances, Li said nothing ex¬ 
cept mumbling “please 
kill me,” when within 
earshot of court officials. 

Li stands accused of re¬ 
peatedly stabbing to death 
fellow Greyhound bus pas¬ 
senger, Tim McLean, on a 
bus en route from Edmon¬ 
ton to Winnipeg. 

It’s alleged that Li 
beheaded McLean, then 
taunted police with the 
head before slicing off parts 
of his face and eating them. 

He is expected in court 
next on Nov. 6. 
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Charges 
laid in 
abduction 


Banned band 
hurts team 


Election 2008 pg 6 


• National Report 
by Lawrence Martin 

• Polls show tight race 
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Grade 8 dancers from Louis St. Laurent School perform Mosaic of Movement at the opening cere¬ 
monies of Read-In Week 2008 yesterday at the Citadel. This year’s theme “A Kaleidoscope of Liter¬ 
acy" is meant to encourage kids to explore all possibilities reading offers. See story, page 3. 


Double-digit tax hike looms 
for Edmonton homeowners 


money Edmonton house¬ 
holds could be facing a 
double-digit tax hike next 
year if costs continue to 
escalate, according to fig¬ 
ures revealed last night 
from the city’s proposed 
2009 operating budget. 

A 10.5 per cent hike in 
taxes is needed to maintain 


current levels of city servic¬ 
es, say city administration. 

When combined with 
proposed increases in sew¬ 
er, waste and drainage 
service, an average house¬ 
hold assessed at $400,000 
in 2008 would pay an in¬ 
crease of $207 in the pro¬ 
posed budget. 


City administration also 
says the figures don’t in¬ 
clude a proposed renewal 
program to fix crumbling 
neighbourhood roads and 
sidewalks that will include 
a four per cent tax hike 
each year for the next 10 
years. jeff cummings/ 
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Police have arrested and 
charged a man with 
abducting, sexually 
assaulting and drugging a 
seven-year-old girl who 
was the focus of an Amber 
Alert broadcast Sunday. 

Less than 24 hours after 
the girl was snatched from 
a north end playground, in¬ 
vestigators arrested 44-year- 
old Danial Todd Gratton at a 
Hermatige area home. 

A kidnapper dropped the 
child off around 3 p.m. Sun¬ 
day, at a convenience store 
in the small community of 
Wildwood, 110 kilometres 
west of Edmonton. 

In her hand, she clutched 
a note that asked she be re¬ 
turned home safely. 

“The note may have been 
trying to make sure that 
when he did get caught, 
there would be a bit of a 
better deal. I think he knew 
it was ending,” said crimi¬ 
nologist Bill Pitt speculating 
on why an abductor would 
leave a note. 

“I wouldn’t look upon 
this as any badge of merit. 
He stole this little girl and 
he allegedly drugged her.” 

An Amber Alert was 
broadcast minutes after the 
girl was reported missing, a 
move that’s been applauded 
by Police Chief Mike Boyd 
and Premier Ed Stelmach. 

“I think it was absolutely 
critical and crucial. The fact 
that somebody got it out 


Amber review 

The provincial government 
will be doing a full review on 
how effective Alberta's Am¬ 
ber Alert System was in track¬ 
ing down seven-year-old girl 
kidnapped in a Edmonton 
playground, Premier Ed Stel¬ 
mach said yesterday. 

"We will evaluate the sys¬ 
tem to make sure if there is 
any improvements (need to 
be made)," Stelmach told re¬ 
porters. "But, it looks like it 
worked and maybe this 
kind of very aggressive, sol¬ 
id program on our behalf 
will push back some of 
these people that prey on 
others." jeff cummings/ 

METRO EDMONTON 

there so quickly is so impor¬ 
tant,” Pitt said. “The Amber 
Alert is a great thing, and I 
think it led to a successful 
conclusion of this young 
girl being sent home.” 

It is not yet known 
whether her abductor re¬ 
leased her as a result of 
the alert. 

Gratton, who was on a 
long term supervision order 
imposed by the courts, has 
been charged with sexual 
assault, sexual interference, 
kidnapping, abduction of a 
person under 14, and ad¬ 
ministering a noxious sub¬ 
stance. He in custody await¬ 
ing a bail hearing. 

Watch a report on 
the abduction at 
www.metronews.ca 


EDMONTON 
JOB FAIR 


Wednesday, October 15, 2008 
12:00-6:00 pm 

Shaw Conference Centre - Salon 8/9 
9797 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, AB T5J 1N9 

REGISTER TO ATTEND 

www.nasinstitute.com 


Exhibitors at the Fair include Academy of Learning, Xerox 
Canada, Easyhome, JV Driver Projects, Northern Crane 
Services, Save on Foods, Paladin Security Group, Bell 
Distribution, Edward Jones, Immigrant Access Fund, 
NorQuest College, University First Class Painters, Investors 
Group Financial Services Inc, Concordia University College 
of, Canadian Forces Flousing Agency, Siemens Laserworks 
Inc, The Dominion of Canada, General Insurance Company 
among many other recruiting organizations. 
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per month 

Plus $6.95 System Access Fee 
and other fees 
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Per-second billing 

With 3-year Fido® Agreement 


More killer offers starting at $20 in-store. 
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IL=J Samsung SGH-e747 

Sony Ericsson W380a 


With 3-year Fido Agreement. 


Fido customers can now save up to 10% when bundling with Rogers services: 
Home Phone and Hi-Speed Internet*. Join Fido now 1-866-301-3436. 


A $6.95 monthly System Access Fee (non-government fee) and a 50<t monthly 911 Emergency Access Fee (non-government fee) apply in addition to the monthly service fee. Local airtime over the allotted monthly minutes in the monthly plan, long-distance 
and roaming charges and any additional services selected and applicable taxes are extra and are also billed monthly. Tbe $17.50 plan is available until November 3,2008 only in tbe provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, 
Quebec and Nova Scotia with a three-year Fido Agreement. Plan applies to local airtime minutes only, excluding calls made and received on tbe expanded network, through Video Calling and calls made through Call Forwarding. There is a charge per text 
message received via E-mail to your Fido and for premium text messages (alerts, messages related to content, contests and promotions). Subject to Fido’s Acceptable Use Policy. An Early Cancellation Fee (ECF) applies to all subscribers with a Fido Agreement. 
Prices of tbe phones are valid until November 3,2008 with three-year Fido Agreement. *Discount applies to monthly recurring service fees for eligible services. Not all services are available in all areas. Minimum 24-month term required for some services. 
Go to fido.ca/bundles for details. ®™Fido & design and Always by your side are trademarks of Fido Solutions Inc.© 2008 Fido Solutions Inc. 
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Puck drops Friday night 

On Friday, the ice at Rexall Place will be heating up with Edmonton Oil Kings action, as they take on the Saskatoon Blades. Bring out the whole family for WHL 
action at a fraction of the price of regular NHL tickets. Admission ranges from $10 to $38, and can be purchased at www.oilkings.ca. metro edmonton 
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Touring things that go bump in the night 

Get ready to be spooked into the Halloween spirit with a haunted stroll through Old Strathcona. Be¬ 
ginning Oct. 13, every Monday through Thursday until Oct. 30, a ghostly tour will leave from the Res¬ 
cuer Statue at 10322-83 Avenue. A seasoned tour guide will terrify tourists with tales from beyond 
the grave and of ghosts that haunt the area. The cost of the tour is $5, and takes off from the 
meeting spot each night at 7 p.m. metro edmonton 


Alberta well-prepared to weather 
any economic storm, says Premier 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@metronews.ca 


Alberta’s deep pockets 
from its once-blooming 
and booming oil industry 
will still help the province 
through a period of glob¬ 
al economic uncertainty, 
says Premier Ed Stelmach. 

And while oil has dipped 
from $130 a barrel last 
summer to below $100 
now due to a crashing U.S. 
economy, Alberta indus¬ 
tries might welcome the 
economic cool down in or¬ 
der to catch up with a 
looming skilled labour 
shortage, Stelmach said. 


“Alberta is well-prepared 
to ride out any issues to fur¬ 
ther difficulties in the mar¬ 
kets,” Stelmach said 
yesterday. 

Since the Tory gov¬ 
ernment based its 
royalty revenues at 
$79 a barrel when it 
planned its budget 
last spring, Stelmach 
says provincial cof¬ 
fers are still going to Stelmach 
see a budget surplus. 

The government also set 
aside $7.7 billion into a sus¬ 
tainability fund last spring. 

“We have the most 
volatile revenue stream in 
North America, but we have 
to have savings set aside to 


cushion any unforeseen 
blows,” said Stelmach. 

“We’re holding firm, 
we’ll be OK.” 

U.S. stocks slid for 
a fourth straight day 
yesterday, leaving the 
Dow below 10,000 
for the first time in 
four years on fears 
the global economy 
was hurtling into a 
recession despite at¬ 
tempts by its govern¬ 
ment to contain the grow¬ 
ing Wall Street crisis. 

The TSX also tumbled 
more than 1,000 points, at 
least 11 per cent, earlier in 
the session yesterday. 

Stelmach says the crisis 


makes him concerned for 
residents who are close to 
retiring because of the 
amount of money they may 
lose because of personal in¬ 
vestments. 

The downturn could also 
force Albertans to save their 
money, causing an econom¬ 
ic cooling period for the 
province, said Stelmach. 

“Sixty-five per cent of our 
economy is consumer 
spending, so if consumers 
begin to shrink how much 
money they spend, we’ll see 
a cooling off of the econo¬ 
my, let alone what we re¬ 
ceive from outside revenue 
from the sale of our re¬ 
sources,” said Stelmach. 



Charity You have the right to raise money 



Edmonton Eskimo offensive lineman Tim Bakker is arrested outside Commonwealth Stadium yester¬ 
day by EPS officers Const. Gerald Jorgenson and Sgt. Steve Young during a promotional event for the 
annual Jail N Bail fundraiser for the Canadian Cancer Society, which takes place Oct. 22 and 23. 


Superstore strike 
decision delayed 

labour A strike by workers 
at Superstores across Al¬ 
berta has been delayed, 
says its union. 

The United Food and 
Commercial Canada, the 
union representing Super¬ 
store employees, says 
workers are currently 
mulling over an offer the 
company made last week. 

The union says the offer 
was a “new and substantial 
improvement.” 

Workers in Edmonton 
were expected to vote on 
the offer yesterday and Cal¬ 
gary workers are expected 
to make a decision today. 

If the decision is reject¬ 
ed, the union says workers 
will walk off the job one 
minute after midnight to¬ 
morrow. METRO EDMONTON 



Bryce Bauer and Jessica Dickson from St. John Bosco Elementary 
provide musical accompaniment for a story read aloud by fellow 
Grade 5 classmates at the opening ceremonies of Read-In Week. 


Fostering a love of reading 


The 19th annual Read-In 
Week kicked off yesterday 
morning at the Citadel 
Theatre with a few special 
performances and guests. 

Topping the list of digni¬ 
taries in the crowd were 
Premier Ed Stelmach and 
separate school superin¬ 
tendent Joan Carr, who 
spoke to the faces in the 
crowd about teaching our 
kids to read at an early age 
and the value of the writ¬ 
ten word. 


Dance performances 
were provided by students 
from Louis St. Laurent jun¬ 
ior/senior high school, and 
a musical ensemble from 
St. John Bosco elementary 
school. 

This year’s theme “A 
Kaleidoscope of Literacy” is 
meant to encourage kids to 
explore all possibilities 
reading offers, and to real¬ 
ize how the value of litera¬ 
cy will stick with them for 

life. METRO EDMONTON 


News in brief 


DEATH A 15-year-old boy is 
dead after falling off his bike, 
then being run over by a vehi¬ 
cle early Sunday morning. The 
boy was zig-zagging his bike 
back and forth across the 
Dawson Bridge around 2 a.m. 
Sunday, when he smashed in¬ 
to the pavement and was 
knocked unconscious. Shortly 
after the boy hit the 
pavement, he was hit by an 
eastbound Chrysler 300. 

METRO EDMONTON 


metr#aews.ca 

What's online today. 


Watch as the parties look to 
capitalize on economic woes 
at metronews.ca/canada and 
more on the abduction case 
at metronews.ca/local 
Read investment adviser 
Allan Small as he explains 
the basics of the U.S. bailout 
plan at metronews.ca/live 
Play online Word Roundup! 


Train for a Better Career... Call CDI Today 


School of Health Care 

• Massage Therapy 

• Medical Administrative Assistant 

School of Technology 

• Help Desk Analyst 

• Network and Internet Security Specialist 


School of Business 

• Accounting and Payroll Administrator 

• Business Administration - Management 

• Oil and Gas Administrative Assistant 

• Policing and Protection Services 

• Professional Legal Assistant 

• Travel and Tourism 


» Call Today for your FREE Individual Career Assessment! » Multiple Start Dates 


<3*4CPI COLLEGE 

BUSINESS • TECHNOLOGY • HEALTH CARE 


Edmonton North • City Centre 

1 - 888 - 245-6567 cdischool.com 
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City sees dip in value of building permits 

The value of building permits issued by municipalities in the Edmonton region has dwindled by 18 per cent to $238 million in over a one-month period in August. It's the second 
steepest monthly drop for Edmonton, but Calgary saw a 27.2 per cent drop in the value of building permits in August compared to what was seen in July, metro edmonton 


Team gets historical home 

Hazmat squad saves big with move to '50s fire station 



Edmonton Fire Chief Randy Wolsey speaks yesterday at the 
opening ceremonies of the new rebuilt Fire Station 10 in North- 
wood, which now serves as home base for Edmonton’s 
Hazardous Materials team. 


Highway collision with 
deer kills motorcyclist 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides(ametronews.ca 


The men and women that 
clean up our most danger¬ 
ous messes have a new 
place to call home. 

The City of Edmonton’s 
Hazardous Materials team 
has taken over one of the 
oldest firehalls in town, 
which has been given a 
makeover to accommodate 
the team. 

Station 10, located at 
127th Avenue and 101st 
Street, was built in 1957 
and closed in May 2007. 

“When we closed Station 
10, it was like a light went 
out in our community — 
also for the firefighters 
that considered Station 10 
their second home,” said 
Fire Chief Randy Wolsey. 

He added that when the 
decision was made to 
move the hazmat team 
from their downtown loca¬ 
tion over to a rebuilt Sta¬ 
tion 10, the benefits be¬ 
came increasingly appar¬ 
ent. 

Moving hazmat opera- 


About the squad 

• The hazmat team re¬ 
sponds to over 1,700 calls 
per year. It repairs natural 
gas leaks and spills, and se¬ 
cures other dangerous areas 
like meth labteardowns. 

tions over to the existing 
station saved a whopping 
$3 million from the yearly 
operating budget, and $10 
million that would have 
been used to build a new 
structure. 

Most of the calls the haz¬ 
mat team responds to in¬ 
volve traveling across Yel- 
lowhead Trail. With the 
new location, the team is 
already in the location it 
ideally needs to be if disas¬ 
ter strikes. 

“This is going to allow us 
to deliver better service 
than ever before to all citi¬ 
zens of Edmonton,” 
Wolsey added. 

Veteran firefighters Jerry 
Dea, 83, and Bill Drager, 
78, both worked out of Sta¬ 
tion 10 from the day it 
opened, and say it’s hard 


to believe how much has 
changed in 50 years. 

“It’s mind-boggling,” Dea 
said. 

“Back in the day, we had 
to be out of here in a 
minute or less, and hop on 
the back of the truck in mi¬ 


nus-40 degree tempera¬ 
tures,” Drager said. 

Chief Wolsey thanked 
the pair of firefighters for 
their years of service and 
lauded them as an exam¬ 
ple the new team can live 
up to. 


crash A business owner 
was killed last week when 
his motorcycle hit a deer 
near Bruderheim, 60 1cm 
northeast of Edmonton. 

Mounties say the 46- 
year-old Chipman resident 
struck the deer around 
8:30 p.m. on Highway 45 
near Township Road 560 
last Wednesday. 

Police say Stars Air Am¬ 
bulance rushed the driver 
to an Edmonton hospital 
where he died of his in¬ 
juries. 

This is the second time 


fight Mounties in Slave 
Lake believe a man in¬ 
volved in a fight with sev¬ 
eral people in that town 
Sunday morning was a vic¬ 
tim of foul play. 

Police say they received 
a call about a disturbance 
in the area of Fifth Street 
and Sixth Avenue in the 
town about 250 1cm north 
of Edmonton. 

When police officers ar¬ 
rived on scene, a man was 
found suffering from a se¬ 
rious injury. The man was 


in two months that a mo¬ 
torcyclist has died after a 
collision with a deer on Al¬ 
berta highways. A 40-year- 
old man died in the Peace 
Region last month when 
he struck a deer crossing 
the highway at night. 

Mounties in Peace River 
say the man was riding his 
bilce alongside a fellow mo¬ 
torcyclist as they were 
heading east at night on 
Highway 683, when the 
deer abruptly crossed their 
paths. 

JEFF CUMMINGS/ METRO EDMONTON 


rushed to the Slave Lake 
Healthcare Hospital where 
he later died. 

After an investigation, 
police believe several “in¬ 
dividuals” were involved. 
Police consider the case a 
homicide. 

The RCMP K Division’s 
Major Crimes Unit is assist¬ 
ing in the investigation. A 
medical examiner is ex¬ 
pected to confirm the 
man’s identity and cause 
of death today. 

JEFF CUMMINGS/METRO EDMONTON 


Slave Lake death suspicious: RCMP 



Fall for Colour 

Keep your garden blooming 
with pots of frost-tolerant 
garden mums. 


HOLERS 

www.HOLESonline.com 
780 - 419-6800 


Weather Training day 



Dozens of Edmonton Police officers ascend a staircase from the 
river valley to the Hotel Macdonald on a sunny afternoon yes¬ 
terday as part of fitness training. Expect more pleasant weath¬ 
er until Friday when we are expecting ... wet snow. 


Police use 
Taser on 
naked man 

struggle Residents on a qui¬ 
et downtown street were 
jarred from a quiet Sunday 
evening by a swarm of 
emergency vehicles and po¬ 
lice who were trying to re¬ 
strain a naked man on a 
rampage. 

Downtown Division offi¬ 
cers received reports around 
10 p.m. that a screaming 
woman was being chased by 
a man through the halls of 
an apartment building at 
Cameron Avenue and 93rd 
Street. 

The man was naked, in¬ 
toxicated and covered in 
blood, police say. When po¬ 
lice arrived on scene, they 
attempted to enter a suite, 
but the man was blocking 
the door, while the woman 
continued to scream inside 
a locked bathroom. 

Police eventually made 
their way inside, zapped the 
man with a Taser, and ar¬ 
rested him. Both the suspect 
and the victim were taken 
to hospital for minor in¬ 
juries. 

Travis Anthony Warford, 
29, was charged with assault 
and resisting arrest. 

VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 
/METRO EDMONTON 
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B.C. woman granted third murder trial 

The B.C. Court of Appeal has ordered a third trial for a woman twice convicted in the shooting death of her estranged husband. Darlene 
Young is accused of shooting Frederick James Payton at his Falkland, B.C., home on the evening of March 29, 2002. cbc news online 
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Moose died from fall 

An endangered moose died as a result of a fall from a 
helicopter sling, the Nova Scotia Department of Natural 
Resources said yesterday. The moose, one of only about 
1,000 in mainland Nova Scotia, died Thursday while 
wildlife officers were trying to relocate it from the town 

ofPictOU. CBC NEWS ONLINE 


Critics hit Hockey Night 
anthem composers hard 


JEFF HODSON 

Metro Canada 


contest The composer of a 
song that could be the new 
theme of Hockey Night in 
Canada is surprised at the 
sour note the top 
five songs have 
struck in the heart¬ 
strings of certain 
fans. 

Graham McRae, 

48, a Burnaby, B.C., 
man who teaches 
music at a pair of Graham 
Surrey elementary 
schools, is the composer of 
Eleventh Hour, one of five 
semi-finalists in CBC’s 
hockey anthem challenge. 

“It wasn’t just me,” said 
McRae, whose song was 
chosen from more than 
15,000 submissions. “All of 
us have received a whole 



bunch of negative feed¬ 
back, really serious, nega¬ 
tive feedback. 

“It’s too heavy, too long, 
too short. All sorts of opin¬ 
ions from all over the 
map,” he said. “Everyone 
equally got tarred and 
feathered.” 

CBC launched the 
anthem challenge af¬ 
ter negotiations for 
Vancouverite Do¬ 
lores Claman’s The 
Hockey Theme fell 
apart, and rights to 
McRae the song were pur¬ 
chased by CTV. 

McRae said replacing Cla¬ 
man’s anthem is “the most 
monumental of tasks.” 

“It was a song that was 
more than a song,” he said. 
“It was a song that had as¬ 
sociations for everybody. 
How does any song step in¬ 
to those shoes?” 


Inspectors urge changes 
to food safety system 


“Food inspectors should be notified when 
test results for listeria and other bacteria 
in meat processing plants are positive.” 

Bob Kingston, president of the Agriculture Union 


Deadly food outbreaks like 
the Maple Leaf listeria 
tragedy will likely repeat in 
Canada if rules aren’t tight¬ 
ened immediately, federal 
food inspectors warned 
yesterday. 

The strongly worded cau¬ 
tion came on the heels of a 
Torstar News Service/CBC 
report that the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency had 
quietly dropped its require¬ 
ment that food producers 
must report positive bacter¬ 
ial tests to government in¬ 
spectors. The requirement 
was dropped last April — 
four months later, people 
began dying from listeria 
linked to Maple Leaf’s 
Toronto plant. 

“Food inspectors should 


be notified when test re¬ 
sults for listeria and other 
bacteria in meat processing 
plants are positive,” said 
Bob Kingston, president of 
the Agriculture Union, 
which represents federal 
food inspectors. 

“This requirement, which 
was cancelled by CFIA, 
should be restored immedi¬ 
ately, and CFIA should in¬ 
vest the resources to ensure 
inspectors monitor clean¬ 
ups after positive tests.” 

When questioned about 


the policy, officials from the 
food inspection agency said 
the rules could soon be 
strengthened. 

Under the existing post- 
April 1 policy, food-process¬ 
ing companies don’t have to 
report positive tests to in¬ 
spectors, but inspectors are 
allowed to look at test 
records. 

“If there are any short¬ 
falls in the system, we will 
correct them,” Tom Gra¬ 
ham, the agency’s national 
inspection manager, said on 


the weekend. “Major 
changes are being looked at 
right now in the listeria pol¬ 
icy.” 

A spokesperson for Maple 
Leaf said yesterday that 
while the company is not 
compelled to tell inspectors 
about positive listeria tests 
of surfaces or machines in 
the plant, it must report 
positive listeria tests on 
samples of the meat itself. 

“Reporting listeria in a 
product is both a regulatory 
requirement and a moral 
necessity,” said Linda 
Smith. 

In general, the vast ma¬ 
jority of testing in meat 
plants is not on food but 
rather on surfaces, Kingston 

said. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Radio station’s 
blind marriage 
contest goes on 

calgary Energy 101.5 FM 
has found their bride for 
Two Strangers and a Wed¬ 
ding, after Friday’s bride 
turned down the chance 
at a proposal and paved 
the way for another to 
step up to the altar. 

The “runaway bride” 
was just an ordinary 
bump in the road towards 
finding the chosen bride, 
according to Energy 101.5 
program director Rob 
Mise. 

“ft just goes to show 
how real this is; it’s real 
people with real 
emotions and just like in 
real life we expect the 
odd curveball,” Mise said. 

The bride will have her 
choice of five grooms 
carefully chosen after go¬ 
ing through the same 
tests, lie detectors and 
background checks, Mise 
said. 


Calgary Protesters hang out 



Emerging Artists Elaine Weryehko, 24, and Nicky Renault, 24, who plays Ditto the clown, were 
among protesters outside Calgary’s city hall Monday, protesting a lack of financial support from the 
Harper government for arts and culture across the country. 


KRISTA SYLVESTER/METRO CANADA 


News in brief 


review Ontario's chief foren¬ 
sic pathologist, who was the 
first to suggest a review of old 
“shaken-baby” deaths, says 
the province has a “daunting” 
task ahead as it looks at 220 
cases to determine if anyone 
was wrongfully convicted. The 
review will be a massive 
undertaking, not just because 
of the number of cases, but al¬ 


so because shaken-baby syn¬ 
drome continues to be hotly 
debated in medical and scien¬ 
tific circles, Dr. Michael Polla- 
nen says. 

MONTREAL The murder trial 
of an alleged Hells Angels 
member got underway in 
Montreal yesterday with more 
than 150 witnesses expected 


to testify over the next few 
months, CBC News Online re¬ 
ports. Paul Fontaine is 
accused of killing Pierre Ron¬ 
deau, a prison guard, at the 
height of Quebec's biker wars 

in 1997. 

WHISTLER At least three peo¬ 
ple sustained burns yesterday 
afternoon in a fire and explo¬ 


sion in a Whistler, B.C. restau¬ 
rant, CBC News Online 
reports. 

ONTARIO Finance Minister 
Dwight Duncan is warning 
that Ontarians should brace 
themselves for a provincial 
budget deficit because of the 
global financial crisis. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Family launches $ 9 M lawsuit 
against police overTaser use 

Ontario A 43-year-old phys- filed in the Ontario Superi- 
ically and mentally disabled or Court of Justice, George 
North York man and Lochner was in his 

his family are suing unDfOVGVI secon ^ oor bed- 
seven pohce officers, ^ room when Emer- 

four of them with • None of the gency Task Force offi- 
the Emergency Task family's accu- cers came looking 
Force, and the sations has for his brother Sil- 
Toronto Police Serv- been proven vano, who was want- 
ices Board for more in court. ed for allegedly 

than $9 million in threatening to as- 

damages after he was sault his neighbour with a 
Tasered in his bedroom. sledgehammer. 

According to the lawsuit torstar news service 
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Which is the sexiest party? 

Attempting to showcase the sexiness of the Canadian body politic, SexiestParty.ca lets supporters of the five major political parties compete with one anoth¬ 
er for the title of Sexiest Party of Canada. Individuals can upload their photos, which will be judged by the web-based masses, metro news services 


Election 2008 


Harper caught tinkering 


There's worry in the Conservative camp as support numbers dwindle 


1 


Lawrence 

Martin 

\i 



t was supposed to be a 
coronation. Harpo the 
Incrementalist in a 
walk. A storyline that 
most everyone in the 
media ran to on the cam¬ 
paign’s opening weekend. 
The Conservatives were at 
40 per cent — and eating 
steak. The others? Kraft 
cheese slices. 

But complacency is a 
dangerous commodity in 
politics. Preaching the sta¬ 
tus quo, as the Conserva¬ 
tives have done, works OK 



— so long as tumult doesn’t 
hit. 

But Wall Street went un¬ 
der and this countiy is feel¬ 
ing the thunder — check 
those crashing TSX num¬ 
bers — and our prime min¬ 
ister, the Great Tinkerer as 
someone labelled him, was 
caught tinkering. No plan! 
One wasn’t necessaiy, he 
said. Land is strong. 

But even Stephane Dion 
had a five-point plan for the 
economy. No great shakes, 
but something! And Jack 
Layton and Elizabeth May 
jumped in, making the 
point that not only was 
there no economic plan, 
but not even a Conservative 
campaign platform. And 
how presumptuous, how 
arrogant, said they, is that! 

Then a rare thing hap¬ 
pened. Stephen Harper 


relented. A platform is 
coming today. It may be the 
latest point ever that a plat¬ 
form has been released in 
an election. But there is 
worry in the Conservative 
camp. They’re 
still lead¬ 
ing. But 
the party 
numbers | 
and the . 
prime 
minister’s 
personal 
numbers 
have 


both dropped significantly 
since the opening gun. 
There’s a good chance they 
can win back the momen¬ 
tum this week. But if they 
don’t, they’ll lose seats in 
this election — and Harper, 
who appeared headed for a 
majority only a week or 
two ago, will be ushered 
out as Tory leader. 

While the media focus 
has been on the problems 
plaguing Dion, Harper’s 
setbacks accumulated. Lots 
of mistakes by his under¬ 
lings, the troubling 
plagiarism 
charge that 
linked him 
strongly to the 
Iraq war, liste¬ 
riosis jokes, the 
insults about 
people who go 
to galas, no big 


new promises, no vision. 
Then he got a terribly un¬ 
lucky break when the 
American economy tum¬ 
bled. Then he John-Mc- 
Cained himself by saying 
all was well. Don’t woriy, 
be happy. 

And so now, what 
seemed nutty to contem¬ 
plate a few days ago — a 
Liberal victoiy — is not so 
nutty anymore. The much- 
mocked Dion inches for¬ 
ward. Breaks finally come 
his way. While he wants 
change, the other team is 
stuck in the status quo. The 
status quo didn’t look so 
bad a month ago. Now it is 
starting to remind people 
of 1930. 


Lawrence Martin is a Globe and Mail 
correspondent and author who writes 
about national affairs from Ottawa. 


Canada’s Afghan role at forefront of East Coast debate 


The war in Afghanistan 
heated up an already lively 
all-candidates debate in 
Nova Scotia Central Nova 
last night, where Green 
Leader Elizabeth May is 
facing an uphill battle to 
unseat Defence Minister 
Peter MacKay. 

Conservative incumbent 
MacKay defended in¬ 
creased funding for the 
militaiy as May and NDP 
candidate Louise Lorefice 
questioned the presence 
and role of Canadian 


troops in Afghanistan. 

“We have increased mili¬ 
tary spend¬ 
ing and we 
will contin¬ 
ue to do so 
because it 
gives Cana¬ 
da the abili¬ 
ty to reach 
out and 
help,” MacK¬ 
ay told hun¬ 
dreds of people who had 
gathered at St. Francis 
Xavier University last night 


to see candidates face off 
in one of the hottest races 
of the countiy. 

When MacKay suggested 
she would cut military 
spending in half, May said 
it was a party proposal 
from the 1980s that Con¬ 
servative war-room spin¬ 
ners had found on an 
archived section of the 
Green website. 

“I guess I can ask MacKay 
now what Harper’s posi¬ 
tion is on South Africa and 
apartheid,” May quipped, 


referring to that country’s 
now-dismantled system of 
racial sepa¬ 
ration. 

“It was 
the Conser¬ 
vative gov¬ 
ernment 
that led the 
fight against 
apartheid,” 

MacKay 
countered. 

“Mr. Harper’s Conserva¬ 
tives had nothing to do 
with ending apartheid! It 


was the Progressive Con¬ 
servative government,” 
May shot back, referring to 
the party MacKay led be¬ 
fore amalgamating with 
the Canadian Alliance. 

The first part of the de¬ 
bate, sponsored by St. 
Francis Xavier University, 
its student union and the 
Antigonish Chamber of 
Commerce, focused main¬ 
ly on student issues and 
barely mentioned the eco¬ 
nomic news of the day. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



Elizabeth May 



Peter MacKay 


_ 

Harper won’t risk 
running deficit 

platform In a major 
economic speech in Toron¬ 
to today before his 
platform’s official release, 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper suddenly has a 
huge task: To convince Bay 
Street and Main Street he 
gets it. Last night, in Laval, 
Que., Harper warned the 
stock market gyrations of 
recent days are “just the 
tip of the iceberg” if the 
opposition parties get 
their way. 

The prime minister will 
bring that message to the 
Canadian Club of Toronto 
today where he will give a 
luncheon speech before 
unveiling the Conservative 
party’s platform. 

Harper said last night 
his platform will not initi¬ 
ate any massive new 
spending programs that 
risks a government deficit. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Message These boots made for talking 



Work boots are piled up yesterday in front of Finance Minister Jim Flaherty’s campaign office in 
his Whitby-Oshawa, Ont., riding. Hundreds of Canadian Auto Worker union members gathered 
to present Flaherty with old work boots collected from laid-off workers from across Ontario. 


Liberals 


Dynamic shifts for 
Stephane Dion 

boost Stephen Harper’s 
popularity is dropping 
with the stock market, giv¬ 
ing Liberal Leader 
Stephane Dion a bounce in 
his step and a boost in the 
polls. 

The shifting dynamic 
translated on the campaign 
trail yesterday as Dion 
made the economy the fo¬ 
cus of stump speeches in 
Victoria, charging that 
Harper is standing by in 
the face of unprecedented 
economic turmoil. 

“For the last weeks, we 
told him he needs to wake 
up and say to Canadians 
that indeed we have tough 
times and indeed the gov¬ 
ernment will help,” he 
said. 

The Liberals have struck 
a chord with their focus on 
the economy and their 
own 30-day “action plan.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Numbers 


Grits gain 
on Tories in 
latest polls 

race Two polls yesterday 
showed a tighter election 
race than earlier in the 
campaign, and point to 
the Conservatives winning 
a minority government 
rather than the majority 
that seemed to be in the 
cards earlier. 

The largest of the 
surveys, one taken Friday 
through Sunday by Elcos, 
suggests televised election 
debates on Wednesday 
and Thursday failed to 
shake the race up, with 
the Conservatives still 10 
percentage points ahead 
of the Liberals, 35-25. 

However, a Harris-Deci- 
ma/Canadian Press poll 
puts the Conservative lead 
at only seven points (32-25) 

— down from 15 points 
just three days earlier. 

And a Nanos poll has the 
gap at only 5 points (34-29) 

— one more than Nanos’ 
survey released on Sunday 
but just half what it had 
shown a week earlier. 

Harris-Decima pollster 
Bruce Anderson said 
jitters about the economy 
were cutting into support 
for Harper, who has advo¬ 
cated a steady hand with 
no dramatic moves. 

Elcos projects the 
Conservatives would take 
130 of the 308 seats in the 
House of Commons, well 
short of the 155 needed 
for a majority, but ahead 
of the 78 projected for the 
Liberals and 42 for the 
NDP. The Bloc Quebecois 
would take 58. 


News in brief 


VANDALISM Spray paint, homo- 
phobic slurs and more than a 
few rocks littered the campaign 
trail in Nova Scotia over the 
weekend. In Liberal MP Scott 
Brison's hometown of Cheverie, 
N.S., nine campaign signs were 
defaced Saturday night with the 
word “fag” written in pink spray 
paint. Brison is openly gay. In 
Halifax, rocks were thrown 
through the windows at the 
headquarters of Conservative 
Ted Larsen and Liberal Cather¬ 
ine Meade. In Toronto, there 
have been six more reports of 
vandalism, including cutting of 
brake lines and graffiti on hous¬ 
es. The victims all appear to be 
Liberal supporters. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 



How will parties capitalize 
on economic woes? Watch 
at metronews.ca/canada 


7 days remain until the 
2008 Canadian federal 
election 
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Scientists develop solar cells with a twist 

U.S. researchers have found a way to make efficient silicon-based solar cells that are flexible enough to be rolled around a pencil and transparent 
enough to be used to tint windows on buildings or cars. The finding was reported on Sunday in the journal Nature Materials. Reuters 
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World 



Court split on tobacco case 

The U.S. Supreme Court seemed closely divided as it heard ar¬ 
guments yesterday over whether tobacco firms can be sued 
under state law for deceptive advertising of “light” 
cigarettes, a case that could affect some 40 suits around the 
country seeking billions of dollars. A ruling is expected early 
next year. Reuters 


Crisis making global waves 

U.S. urges unified response as impact on worldwide markets deepens 


Governments around the 
world grasped at new 
measures to contain the 
fast-spreading credit crisis, 
but stock, bond and com¬ 
modity markets saw 
investors bet on 
deepening uncertainty 
and a sharp downturn. 

U.S. officials called for a 
“forceful and coordinat¬ 
ed” global reaction to the 
crisis as the Dow Jones in¬ 
dustrials average closed 
down 3.5 per cent yester¬ 
day. U.S. stocks staged a 
late rally to cut earlier 
losses by half. 


The S&P 500 closed 
down almost 4 per cent af¬ 
ter touching a five-year 
low in the first Wall Street 
session since the U.S. Con¬ 
gress approved a $700 bil¬ 
lion US bailout intended 
to reassure markets that 
help was on the way. 

Instead, a crisis that be¬ 
gan with the overheated 
U.S. property market and 
the $11 trillion mortgage 
market was still rocking 
confidence worldwide. 

“The ground under¬ 
neath our feet is moving 
like an earthquake,” said 


‘A goo-foot tsunami’ 

• Former U.S. Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission chief 
Richard Breeden called the cur¬ 
rent financial crisis "a goo-foot 

acting U.S. Treasury Un¬ 
dersecretary for domestic 
finance Anthony Ryan. 

Emerging markets, 
which had gained most 
from the surging global 
expansion in the last three 
years, were sucked into 
the vortex. Trading was 
halted in markets as far 


tsunami" and chided Treasury 
Secretary Henry Paulson yester¬ 
day for wanting, as recently as a 
year ago, to reduce regulation. 

afield as Brazil and Russia 
when stocks plunged. 

Mexico’s peso sank to 
its weakest level since the 
currency was allowed to 
float in the mid-1990s, 
and stocks plunged. 

In Texas, U.S. President 
George W. Bush said it 
would take time to restore 


confidence in the finan¬ 
cial system and free up 
credit, saying it was im¬ 
portant that the rescue 
program not waste taxpay¬ 
er money. 

“We don’t want to rush 
into this situation and not 
have the program be effec¬ 
tive,” Bush said. 

Campaigning in North 
Carolina, Democrat 

Barack Obama urged the 
Bush administration to act 
quickly. “We’ve seen that 
contagion is spreading to 
all parts of the globe,” he 
told reporters. reuters 


72 dead 
following 
Central Asia 
earthquake 

disaster A powerful earth¬ 
quake killed at least 72 peo¬ 
ple in Kyrgyzstan and lev¬ 
elled a village in the remote 
mountains of the Central 
Asian state, the health min¬ 
istry said yesterday. 

The earthquake, measur¬ 
ing 6.3 according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey, jolted an 
area between Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 
— Central Asia’s most 
densely populated corner. 

But worst affected were 
the high-altitude villages 
of south Kyrgyzstan where 
one settlement was de¬ 
stroyed completely and the 
fate of a scattering of oth¬ 
ers remained unclear. 

The death toll included 
30 children who were not 
yet of school age, 11 stu¬ 
dents, 12 pensioners and 
19 adults, he said, reuters 



An Afghan woman poses with her newly made voter registration card in Parwan province, north of Kabul yesterday. Afghanistan 
began registering voters yesterday for elections due next year that will test support for President Hamid Karzai and democracy 
itself which is threatened by a virulent Taliban insurgency in which thousands have died. 


News in brief 


DEALS U.S. President George W. 
Bush will sign legislation open¬ 
ing a potentially lucrative 
nuclear trade with India tomor¬ 
row, a week after the deal was 
ratified by Congress, the White 
House said yesterday. 

STUDY While letting infants 
sleep on their backs has cut the 
danger of sudden infant death 
syndrome, measures as simple 
as using a fan or opening a 
window could further reduce 
it, according to a study 
published yesterday. reuters 


AIDS pioneers, cancer scientist split Nobel 


health Two French scien¬ 
tists who discovered the 
AIDS virus and a German 
who bucked conventional 
wisdom to find a virus that 
causes cervical cancer 
were awarded the 2008 No¬ 
bel prize for medicine yes¬ 
terday. 

Luc Montagnier, director 
of the World Foundation 
for AIDS Research and Pre¬ 
vention, and Francoise 
Barre-Sinoussi of the Insti- 
tut Pasteur won half the 


prize of 10 million 
Swedish crowns ($1.4 mil¬ 
lion US) for 
discovering 
the virus 
that has 
killed 25 
million peo¬ 
ple since it 
was identi¬ 
fied in the Montagnier 
1980s. 

Dr. Harald zur Hausen of 
the University of Duessel- 
dorf and a former director 



of the German Cancer Re¬ 
search Center shared the 
other half of 
the prize for 
work that 
went 

against the 
established 
opinion 
about the 
Barre-Sinoussi cause of cer¬ 
vical cancer. 

“The three laureates 
have discovered two new 
viruses of great impor¬ 



tance and the result of that 
has led to an improved 
global health,” said Jan An- 
dersson, a member of the 
Nobel Assembly at Swe¬ 
den’s Karolinslca Institute. 

The discoveries made it 
possible to diagnose both 
infections, and led to the 
development of two vac¬ 
cines that prevent cervical 
cancer, and more than 20 
drugs that can keep HIV 
patients healthy. 

REUTERS 


Bomb attack 
kills 12 in 
Pakistan 

terror A suicide bomber 
killed at least 12 people 
and wounded around 30 
including a leading 
Pakistani opposition 
politician and member of 
the minority Shi’ite Mus¬ 
lim community yesterday, 
police said. 

The attack targeted the 
home of Rashid Alcbar 
Khan Nawani, a member 
of parliament for former 
prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif's party, in the town 
of Bhalckar, 260 kilometres 
southwest of Islamabad. 

“The bomber blew him¬ 
self up in the courtyard 
when Mr. Nawani was sit¬ 
ting with his supporters 
there,” said Khadim Hus¬ 
sain, a police officer. 

Shaulcat Javed, police 
chief of Punjab, said 12 
people were killed. 

Several of the wounded 
were critical, but Nawani 
was only slightly hurt, ac¬ 
cording to his brother. 

Brits value sex, 
in-laws: Study 

marriage Being too tired 
for sex is less of a problem 
for married Britons than 
for U.S. or Australian cou¬ 
ples, and Brits place more 
importance on agreeing 
on how to handle their in¬ 
laws, online dating compa¬ 
ny eHarmony has found. 

U.S.-based eHarmony, 
which boasts 118 
marriages every day in the 
United States and launches 
in Britain this week, says 
married people in Britain 
are also more satisfied with 
how they share household 
chores and how much time 
they spend together. 

U.S. on dangerous 
arms path: Russia 

treaty The United States is 
upsetting the nuclear arms 
balance by failing to offer a 
fully-fledged replacement 
for the START arms control 
treaty when it expires next 
year, Russia’s Foreign Min¬ 
ister Sergei Lavrov said. 

The Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty, signed 
in 1991, set ceilings on the 
size of the Russian and 
U.S. nuclear arsenals and 
became a symbol of the 
end of the Cold War. 

U.S. President George W. 
Bush’s administration 
plans to let it expire and 
replace it with a less 
formal agreement, reuters 
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EBay cuts workforce to invest in infrastructure 

EBay said it will cut 10 per cent of its workforce, or 1,600 workers, and spend $1.3 billion US to invest in 
payment and classifieds infrastructure and offset a slowdown in online auctions. Reuters 




$87.81 US 


$6.07 


Meltdown Wall Street on trial 


TSX battered with 


1,200 point drop 



Protesters hold signs behind Richard Fuld, chairman and chief 
executive of Lehman Brothers Holdings, as he takes his seat to 
testify at a House Oversight and Government Reform Committee 
hearing on the causes and effects of the Lehman Brothers bank¬ 
ruptcy, on Capitol Hill in Washington yesterday. Fuld told 
Congress that U.S. banking regulators knew exactly how Lehman 
was pricing its distressed assets and about its liquidity in the 
months before its collapse. 


I f 1 • m 

R 3 Career Finder 


Panic selling sent the 
Toronto Stock Exchange 
down sharply again 
yesterday on more fears of 
a global economic crisis. 

Earlier in trading, the 
S&P/TSX composite index 
plunged nearly 1,200 points 
— by far the biggest one-day 
point drop on record, and 
marking its first dip below 
10,000 since July 2005. 

When the wild ride was 
over, Bay Street had clawed 
back more than half their 
earlier losses, with Toron¬ 
to’s main index sinking 


572.92 points, or 5.3 per 
cent, to close at 10,230.43. 

No sector was left un¬ 
scathed, from financials to 
metals and energy to indus¬ 
trials. The financials sector 
fell 3.7 per cent, while utili¬ 
ties fell six per cent. 

Materials stocks dropped 
six per cent as concerns 
about falling demand for 
commodities pulled down 
base metals prices. 

But gold, an economic 
haven, climbed $33.80 US 
an ounce to close at 

$862.70. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Economy to stall into 2009: Bankers 


growth Canada’s economy 
will show little or no 
growth for much of 2009, 


Canadian bank economists 
said yesterday at an Eco¬ 
nomic Club of Toronto 
emergency discussion, with 
no snap-back in growth in 
2010 and depressed Canadi¬ 
an export levels. reuters 


Business in brief 


ACQUISITION Scotiabank will 
buy Sun Life Financial's stake in 
fund manager Cl Financial for 
$2.3 billion to boost its wealth 
management operations and 
provide Sun Life with cash to 
go after acquisitions. 


CONSTRUCTION The construc¬ 
tion industry retreated in 
August, with permits falling by 
13.5 per cent from July. Non res¬ 
idential building fell 19.3 
points, while residential opera¬ 
tions were down 9.3. reuters 
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$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
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Drop-in Interviews 

Mon, 6 October, 2 - 5 PM &Tues, 7 October, 9 AM - Noon 
Wed, 8 October 2 - 5 PM 

Purolator Courier is now interviewing for Edmonton North Depot: 17718 - 114 Ave 

AM Dock - 1:00 AM - 8:00 AM, $13.64 / hr - Monday-Friday 
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applicants should have a valid class 5 Alberta Drivers License (no GDL); have good knowledge 
of the city, excellent customer service skills & experience, as a route driver is preferred. 

Purolator offers: 

$500 Retention Bonus after 6 months & Monthly Bonus Available 
$1000 Referral Bonus & Up to a $1500Tuition Reimbursement 
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1 BMO 

1 CIBC 1 ICICI 1 ING 1 PCF 1 RBC 1 

Scotia 1 

ns 

| 1 . 0 % 

0 . 2 % | | 3 - 4 % | | 3 - 0 % | | 3 . 05 % | | 2 . 75 % 

2 . 25 % 1 


Note: Please check bank websites as some rates require a minimum account balance. 
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Your Money 


EDITOR: NINA DRAGICEVIC, NINA.DRAGICEVIC/ftMETRONEWS.CA 

Your own dream 



E ven the smartest of 
cookies needs a little 
help navigating the fi¬ 
nancial world. So when 
you are looking for a pro¬ 
fessional to weigh in with 
advice on your investment 
portfolio performance or 
even what you can and 
can’t write off, knowing 
who to turn to can be al¬ 
most as confusing as get¬ 
ting advice in the first 
place. So here’s our break¬ 
down of some of the top fi¬ 
nancial experts you may 
want to add to your roster: 
FINANCIAL ADVISERS 
When They Can Help: 

• Investment portfolio 
management and advice: 
Not sure how much you 
should be investing in 
stocks, bonds, GICs? Fi¬ 
nancial advisers will assess 


your financial goals and 
focus on providing you 
with investment advice to 
match. They are compen¬ 
sated on an annual basis 
by a percentage of the as¬ 
sets they manage for you. 

• Financial checkup/plan¬ 
ning: Some financial ad¬ 
visers are also designated 
as Financial Planners. 
They can review your en¬ 
tire financial picture and 
also offer suggestions on 
debt and insurance. 

Look for: 

• Certified Financial Plan¬ 
ner (CFP) and someone 
who has passed the Cana¬ 
dian Securities Course and 
is licensed in your area. 

Where to Find One: 

• Financial Planners Stan¬ 
dards Council (cfp- 
ca.org/public/public_finda- 
planner.asp). 

FINANCIAL PLANNERS 

When They Can Help: 

• Financial checkup: If 
you need someone to re¬ 
view your different finan¬ 
cial obligations and op¬ 
tions — debt, insurance, 
stock options, retirement 
plans, savings — but you 


don’t feel as if you have 
any of them under control. 
Many planners offer a full 
assessment for a fee rather 
than an ongoing percent¬ 
age of what they sell you. 

• Money management: 
You’re not interested in 
single-handedly managing 
your own finances. You 
need help monitoring in¬ 
vestments and alerts when 
it’s time to shift your port¬ 
folio, the markets change 
or your needs may change. 

• Guidance through life 
changes: You’re a new 
parent contemplating if 
someone can stay at home. 
You’re going through a di¬ 
vorce and are adjusting to 
your new financial setup. 
You want information and 
guidance with new tax, 
property, and retirement 
issues. 

Look for: 

• Accredited Certified Fi¬ 
nancial Planner (CFP). 

Where to Find One: 

• Financial Planners Stan¬ 
dards Council (fpsccana- 
da.org/find_a_cfp_profe s- 
sional). 

There’s more that we 


team 

can’t fit in this space, so 
visit metronews.ca for in¬ 
formation on accountants 
and what they can do for 
you. 

And check out your local 
bookstore for Smart Cook¬ 
ies’ Guide to Making More 
Dough, on sale now! 


Read more of Smart Cook¬ 
ies at metronews.ca. 


Tune in Wednesday night at 9 p.m. EST/PST 
on the W Network and be sure to visit 
smartcookies.com for more tips. 


Investing 


This week s column discusses 
the bailout package and if it 
will be enough to 
turn the North American 
markets around. Read it at 


HiSAVE Savings Account 

(Apply online : icicibank.ca 


0 ICICI Bank 

M * ctaS a“SmeTS? on" ' HBA“iSE 

■ ]CIQ Bank ami^ogo^nd the HiJ^WETnalne are registered^radenwXs^ 


Money matters in elections 


Two years ago, my 
family and I 
became residents 
of Canada. I know very lit¬ 
tle about the Canadian 
election process. Particu¬ 
larly, how it impacts my 
family and our finances. 
How do I determine which 
party to choose? 

Sondeep 
I applaud that you 
take this duty seri¬ 
ously. Let’s have a 
glance at some of the 
promises: 

Conservatives — PM 
Stephen Harper 

• First-time homebuyers 
tax credit. Rebate up to 
$750. 

• Increase Senior Age Cred¬ 
it by $1,000. 

• New tax credit for par¬ 
ents with kids in eligible 
arts programs such as mu¬ 
sic, dance. 

• Allow charitable groups 
to set up RESPs for kids 
from low-income families. 

Liberals — Stephane Dion 

• A $600 per year increase 
of Guaranteed Income Sup- 




MoneyMay^rs 


Henry 

Choo 

Chong 


choochonghcga@yahoo.ca 


Election 2008 


plement for low-income 
seniors. 

• Additional $350 to exist¬ 
ing $1,200 child care al¬ 
lowance. 

• Carbon tax on fossil fu¬ 
els, with an offsetting cut 
to business taxes. 

• Simplify tax system for 
post-secondary students 
and provide $1,000 per 
year. 



Read more of Money Mat¬ 
ters and details about the 
NDP, at metronews.ca. 


Henry Choo Chong, CGA, provides 
professional accounting and taxation 
solutions: choochonghcga@yahoo.ca. 


AIR CANADA 


VACATIONS 


Fly in style stay in style 

and save 


Looking for air only? 

Visit aircanada.com for 

the freedom to fly your own way. 


aircanada.com 


EARN UP TO 


6,450 AEROPLAN MILES + 


PER MEMBER 


BERMUDA, 

400 YEARS OF CELEBRATION 

Book an Air & Hotel package for travel from 
Nov. 1, 2008 and completed by Mar. 31, 2009 and 

SAVE UP TO $400 

PER ROOM ON A 4-NIGHT STAY 

Plus, book The Fairmont Southampton by Nov. 15/08 
and get complimentary daily breakfast. 


The Fairmont 
Southampton • 5 ★ 

Moderate rm. 

Jan. 9-31 • 4 nts. 


$1399 

Plus taxes & other fees: $230. 


Nassau, Bahamas via Toronto 
Sheraton Nassau Beach Resort • 4 ★ 

Resort view rm. 1 QQ 

Nov. 12,18,19, & 25 • 3 nts. IW 

FREE daily breakfast for two Plus taxes S other fees: $225. 

Atlantis, Paradise Island • 5A 

Beach Tower - Terrace rm. $1 Q/lQ 

Nov. 18 & 25 • 4 nts. ^1 01:7 

4 th night FREE 


Plus taxes S other fees: $225. 


Grand Cayman via Toronto 
Comfort Suites • 3A 

Continental breakfast • Studio rm. 
Oct. 19 & 26 • 3 nts. 


$1459 

Plus taxes & other fees: $285. 


Sunshine 

Suites Resort • 3 1/2★ $1 7AQ 

Continental breakfast • Studio rm. 1 L Kjy 

Nov. 24-28- 3 nts. 


Barbados via Toronto 

EARN 5,000 BONUS AEROPLAN MILES' 

Accra Beach 
Hotel & Resort *4 ★ 

Standard island view rm. 

Nov. 1-15 • 5 nts. 


Plus taxes S other fees: $225. 


*1539 

Plus taxes S other fees: $220. 


Almond Casuarina 
Beach Resort • 4 ★ 

All-Inclusive • Deluxe garden view rm. $1 AQO 
Oct. 23-3 nts. ^1007 

Ultimate Best Friend Weekend Promo 2 Plus taxes & other fees: $295. 


aircanadavacations.com 


aercplan 


CONNECT FREE 3 Calgary • Lethbridge • Nanaimo • Regina • Saskatoon 


Call 1 866 529-2079 or your travel agent 


Prices in this ad are valid for bookings made between Oct. 7 & 11/08. Prices are per person based on double occupancy, unless otherwise stated, from Edmonton International Airport. New bookings only. Subject to availability. Not applicable to group bookings. Sale prices reflect applicable reductions, are subject to change without notice and cannot be combined 
with any other offer or promotion. Flights operated by Air Canada. For applicable terms and conditions, consult the Air Canada Vacations brochures. + Aeroplan Miles are not actual miles, but points towards rewards including travel rewards. Unless otherwise indicated, Aeroplan Miles indicated are based on roundtrip Economy class per passenger from Edmonton to 
Barbados via Toronto, are awarded on flight-inclusive travel only, and are per Aeroplan member. For the amount of Aeroplan Miles that can be earned when flying to other destinations, visit www.aircanadavacations.com. For terms and conditions of the Aeroplan program, consult www.aeroplan.com. ■ 'Earn 5,000 bonus Aeroplan Miles if booking is made by Oct. 
15/08 for departures between Oct. 1 & Dec 15/08. 2 Visit aircanadavacations.com for details. Available in conjunction with flight-inclusive packages. Non-stop flights via Edmonton. Excluding USA & Europe destinations. ■ "Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan Limited Partnership. ®Air Canada Vacations is a registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license by 
Touram Limited Partnership. Visit www.aircanadavacations.com for up-to-date information. 
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Cyclist Schumacher allegedly failed doping test 

German cyclist Stefan Schumacher failed a doping test at this year's Tour de France, his team manager was 
quoted as saying yesterday. Schumacher won both individual time trials in this year's Tour. Reuters 



Sports 


Westbrook has fractured ribs 


Philadelphia Eagles running back Brian Westbrook, left, suffered 
fractured ribs on Sunday against Washington and his status for this 
week's game against San Francisco is uncertain. Despite the injury, 
which apparently occurred in the first quarter, Westbrook finished 
the game with 33 yards on 12 carries and a team-best six catches for 
51 yards. metro news services 


SPORTSlS) METRONEWS.CA 


This one time at band camp... 

Wisconsin bans marching band for several alleged wrongdoings 


YorkReporL 


Marty 

York 


Hi 


marty.yorkQ metronews.ca 


Bizarre allegations of haz¬ 
ing, alcohol abuse and in¬ 
appropriate sexual behav¬ 
iour cost the University of 
Wisconsin football team 
big time the other night. 

And it wasn’t even the 
football players who were 
charged with the wrong¬ 
doings. It was, er, the 
marching band. 

For their alleged indis¬ 
cretions, the band was 
banned. Yep, for the first 
time in 40 years, the Wis¬ 
consin band was prohibit¬ 
ed from performing at a 
home football game be¬ 
cause, reports allege, fe¬ 
male band members were 
forced to kiss each other 
during a recent road trip 
to gain access to the bus 
bathroom, because at least 
one female was forced to 
mimic fellatio on a sex toy 
and because a tuba player 
had his head shaved 
against his will. 

I’ve never really seen 
any concrete value in 
marching bands at sport¬ 
ing events — to me, 


they’re about as useful as 
national anthems and 
maybe cheereleaders — 
but Wisconsin players in¬ 
sist they suffered against 
Ohio State the other night 
because of the musicians’ 
absence. 

“Without them,” receiv¬ 
er Nick Toon was quoted 
as saying, “it was tc 
quiet, and we didn’t 
have the home-field 
advantage we 
should have 
had.” 

Wisconsin 
squandered | 
a 10-7 half¬ 
time lead be¬ 
fore falling 20- 
17. 

• O.J. Simpson was so 
confident he’d 
beat the rap 
again that he had an • 
acquittal party planned. 

Simpson associate 
Thomas Riccio even in¬ 
vited U.S. radio-show host 
Anthony Crivello to join 
O.J.’s entourage for the 
party when the two were 
finished with an interview 
Friday night. 

“That’s how certain he 
was,” Crivello said Satur- 
day, after Simpson and 
co-defendant Clarence •st: 

C.J. Stewart were found 
guilty of all charges, in- VjJ 
eluding armed robbery * - 

and kidnapping with a 


deadly weapon. “The party 
was all prepared.” 

• The Boston Bruins are 
seeking to trade vet¬ 
erans Peter 
Schaefer and 
P.J. Axels- 
son 


... U.S. television viewers 
finally will get to see 
Hockey 


ALCS awaits 



Boston, Rays 




HdUlta A\-f: loAn-lfn • S4 t: • SUa/ t*. /iOLlPAYS: i2-5?A 


Night in Canada coverage 
in their homes this year, 
thanks to the new NHL 
Network, owned by the 
league ... TSN 
.likely will carry 
'parts of an inter¬ 
esting ESPN in¬ 
terview tonight, 
when former Montre¬ 
al Expos reliever 
Ugueth Urbina will 
speak from a 
Venezuelan prison, 
where he is spend¬ 
ing a 14-year sen¬ 
tence for at¬ 
tempted murder 
... The Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers’ 
Milt Stegall, 
leading receiver in 
CFL history, tried to 
help Sportsnet’s 
poor ratings on the 
weekend by holding 
one of the network’s 
microphones, looking 
. into one of its cam¬ 
eras and suggesting 
with a straight face that 
hockey “isn’t a sport.” He 
compared it to darts. 
Don’t know if the 
strange revelation 

helped Sportsnet, but it 
sure didn’t help Stegall’s 
image. Made himself look 
bush-league. 


Marty York has been a groundbreaking 
sports columnist and broadcaster 
in Canada for decades. 



Lightning swap 
pair to Canucks 

nhl The Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning acquired defenseman 
Lukas Kra¬ 
jicek and 
forward Ju- 
raj Simek 
from the 
Vancouver 
Canucks for 
defenseman 
Shane 
O'Brien and O’Brien 
forward 

Michel Ouellet yesterday. 

The 25-year-old Krajicek 
played two goals and nine 
assists in 39 games for the 
Canucks last season. Last 
season with Tampa, 
O'Brien, 25, had a career- 
high four goals and 21 
points along with 154 
penalty minutes in 77 
games, metro news services 

Bush’s heroics not 
enough for Saints 

nfl Even two massive punt 
returns for touchdowns by 
Reggie Bush wasn’t 
enough for the New 
Orleans Saints, as 
Minnesota kicker Ryan 
Longwell nailed a 30-yard 
field goal with 1:37 
remaining in the fourth 
quarter to seal a 30-27 vic¬ 
tory for the Vikings. 

Only minutes earlier, 
the Saints’ kicker Martin 
Gramatica had a chance to 
put his team ahead with a 
47-yard field goal attempt, 
but shanked it wide left 
with no pressure. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 



Sports in brief 


Rays 6 White Sox 2 


B.J. Upton hit two solo 
homers, and the Tampa 
Bay Rays defeated the 
Chicago White Sox 6-2 yes¬ 
terday, to clinch their first 
berth in an American 
League Championship Se¬ 
ries in franchise history. 

Andy Sonnanstine held 
the White Sox to two runs 
on three hits in 5% innings, 
with four strikeouts and a 
walk, to win Game 4, and 
in the process clinch this 
American League Division 
Series for the Rays, who 
are making their first post¬ 
season appearance. 

Last season they finished 
dead last in the league. 


Red Sox 3 Angels 2 — 

Boston introduced a new 
late-game hero, as Jed 
Lowrie's seeing-eye single 
to right scored Canadian 
Jason Bay with the win¬ 
ning run in the ninth 
frame, as the Red Sox ad¬ 
vanced to the American 
League Championship Se¬ 
ries with a 3-2 victory over 
the Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim in Game 4 at Fen¬ 
way Park. 

Bay replaced much-ma¬ 
ligned, yet still fearsome, 
hitter Manny Ramirez in a 
three-team trade prior to 
the trade deadline. 

Boston will now face 
Tampa in the ALCS starting 
Friday in St. Petersburg. 

METRO NEWS SERVICE 



NFL Buffalo Bill 
head coach Dick Jau- 
ron was noncommit¬ 
tal on the status of 
quarterback Trent 
Edwards, who left Sunday's 
loss to the Arizona Cardinals 
with a concussion. Jauron 
would only say that Edwards 
was following the procedure 
that Buffalo has for players 
who suffer concussions. 


NHL Toronto Maple Leafs left 
wing Ryan Hollweg received an 
automatic two-game suspen¬ 
sion yesterday after receiving 
his third boarding or checking 
from behind major in a 41- 
game span. Hollweg will sit 
out Toronto's season-opener 
Thursday at Detroit and the 
home-opener against Montre¬ 
al on Saturday. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Tampa Bay Rays pitcher Grant Balfour, right, celebrates with 
catcher Dioner Navarro as his team defeated the Chicago White 
Sox to win their American League Divisional Series yesterday. 


SCOREBOARD 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 
DIVISIONAL SERIES PLAYOFFS 
BEST OF FIVE 
L.A. Angels vs. Boston 
LAST NIGHT’S GAME 
Boston 3 L.A. Angels 2 
(Boston wins series 3-1 
Tampa Bay vs. Chicago W. Sox 
LAST NIGHT’S RESULT 
Tampa Bay 6 Chicago Sox 2 
(Tampa Bay wins series 3 -l) 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISIONAL SERIES PLAYOFFS 
BEST OF FIVE 


Chicago Cubs vs. L.A. Dodgers 

(Dodgers win series 3 - 0 ) 
Philadelphia vs. Milwaukee 
(Philadelphia leads series 3-1) 
x — only played if necessary. 


w L T PTS 


x-Calgary 


x-Saskatchewan 9 5 

EDMONTON 8 6 

EAST DIVISION 


W L T PTS 


y-Montreal 9 5 

Winnipeg 5 9 


Toronto 4 10 0 I 

Hamilton 3 ll 0 1 

(x - clinched playoff spot) 

(y - clinched division title) 
WEEK 16 
FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Toronto at Winnipeg, 7:30 
EDMONTON at B.C., 10:30 
MONDAY’S GAMES 
Hamilton at Montreal, 1 
Saskatchewan at Calgary, 4:30 


WEEKS 

LAST NIGHT’S RESULT 
Minnesota 30 New Orleans 27 
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Exercise soon after stroke may boost outlook 

If people who have had a stroke can be got out of bed and walking within 24 hours, their psychological well-being is 
likely to improve, according to an Australian study. In the early period after stroke, patients are often kept in bed. Reuters 
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Health 



What’s good for your skin? 

Ever wonder which of the thousands of beauty and skin care products out 
there actually work? Author Paula Begoun debunks all myths and offers 
readers scientifically-researched reviews on many of these products in the 
7th edition of Don’t Go to the Cosmetics Counter Without Me, $29.95* 
Available at Chapters/Indigo and at Cosmeticscop.com. metro news service 


EDITOR: ANN-MARIE COLACINO, ANN-MARIE.COLACINO^S)METRONEWS.CA 

Commitment-phobe gene 

Male rodents/humans share bonding predispositions, study says 


The J Spot 
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w/ 

Vogels 
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| Sex talk with Josey | 


can see it now. You 
meet a nice guy, you’re 
out on your first date 
together, things are go¬ 
ing swimmingly and 
by about dessert you’re 
thinking: I like this guy. I 
could see this going some¬ 
where. At which point you 
give him your best come 
hither look, gently take his 
hand in yours and stab 
him with a pin prick to 
draw some blood so you 
can test his commitment 
status. 

Don’t laugh, it could just 
be a matter of time before 
some entrepreneurial spir¬ 
it takes advantage of the 
recent findings of a team 
of U.S. and Swedish re¬ 
searchers and makes this 
scenario possible. 

According to a study of 
about 500 single and mar¬ 
ried men, the same gene 
that affects a rodent’s abili¬ 
ty to mate for life may af¬ 
fect human males’ ability 


to commit. Seems there is 
a certain prairie vole that 
mates for life. The male is 
very attentive, looks after 
the pups, helps with feed¬ 
ing, in other words, every 
woman’s dream mate. 
Then there is the meadow 
vole, a scamp of a vole 
that’s only interested in 
one-night stands. Turns 
out the only difference be¬ 
tween these voles is in a 
gene that plays a role in 
determining whether or 
not the vole is a commit¬ 
ment-phobe. Human 
males have a similar gene 
and the guys in the study 
with the meadow vole ver¬ 
sion of the gene earned 
low earned scores on their 
partner bonding scale, and 
were less likely to be mar¬ 
ried at all. 

As if guys need more 
reasons to avoid commit¬ 
ment. Imagine: “Oh sorry 
baby, I cheated on you but 
I can’t help myself. I’m ge¬ 
netically programmed to 
stray.” Luckily, as a col¬ 
league of mine so elo¬ 
quently once put it, we are 
more than simply “hairy 
bags of water.” As such, at¬ 
tributing one’s behaviour 
entirely to genetics is a cop 
out. In fact, one could ar¬ 
gue that our ability to com- 


As far as I’m concerned com¬ 
mitment is more about 
choice than anything else. 


RIGHT: According to a study of 
about 500 single and married 
men, the same gene that 
affects a rodent’s ability to 
mate for life may affect human 
males’ ability to commit. 


mit has more to do with 
what’s going on in our 
jeans than in our genes. 

As far as I’m concerned 
commitment is more 
about choice than any¬ 
thing else. It’s about decid¬ 
ing that your current rela¬ 
tionship is worth more 
than the fleeting excite¬ 
ment you get from a brand 
new attraction. But as a 
culture we like new: The 
newest technology, the 
newest trends, the newest 
brand of dish soap. When 
it comes to relationships, 
new is without baggage 
and someone who knows 
you so well you hardly get 
away with any crap any¬ 
more. 

Commitment doesn’t 
mean you won’t ever be at¬ 
tracted to anyone else ever 
again, or that your partner 
won’t bore you or drive 
you crazy a good percent¬ 
age of the time. It does 
mean, though, that when 
he or she does, you won’t 
automatically bail, or start 
shopping for a new model. 
Because remember, the 
person you’re with was al¬ 
so new once. 


Josey Vogels is a sex and relationship colum¬ 
nist and author of five books on the subjects. 
For more info, visitjoseyvogels.com. 








Only fake 

mustaches are cool 

Save 50% off Laser Hair Removal 

Be hair-free for next summer with Elos™ 
technology laser hair removal and save 
50% off your first treatment. 

Elos is the safest, most effective and 
comfortable solution available today. 


Edmonton St. Albert 

11311-104 Ave. 25 St. Michael St. 

424-2487 460-9971 

www.focus-on-you.com 



In brief 


MENTAL HEALTH U.S. 
children are substantially 
more likely to be prescribed 
drugs for mental conditions 
than their peers in the 
Netherlands and Germany, 
new research shows. The 
findings raise questions 
about treatment of mental 
health issues among U.S. 
children that should be an¬ 
swered, Dr. Julie M. Zito of 
the University of Maryland in 
Baltimore, the study's lead 
author, told Reuters Health. 

OBESE CHILDREN South Ko¬ 
rea plans to help obese chil¬ 
dren pay for a health club 
membership and other activ¬ 
ities that can help them lose 
weight, an official said. 
Health ministry official Chun 
Myung-sook said the rate of 
childhood obesity had 
tripled over the past three 
years due to a changing diet 
higher in fatty foods and a 
more sedentary lifestyle. 

REUTERS 


Organika 

■ 


HA, Hyaluronic Acid, is naturally produced 
by our bodies, appearing in all the 
connective tissues. .•< &< 


HA enables the body tissues to 
have resiliency and to move 
without friction. As we age, our 
levels of HA continually decline 
leaving our joints and skin 
vulnerable to damage. 

Adding Organika®’s HA-300 
supplement to your diet will help to 
improve joint lubrication as well as 
add needed moisture to your skin. 





'°rg ari'V-®' 


Available in 90 capsules and 180 capsules. 

OPTIMUM Health / Edmonton, Alberta 
Sherwood Park 708-467-6650 
Oliver Square 708-452-5705 
South Edmonton 708-432-5464 

For extra discounts visit us online www.optimumhealthvitamins.com 
























metro 


metronews.ca 


Tuesday, October 7,2008 


12 


300 sequel in the works 

Zack Snyder has confirmed there will be a 300 sequel. The director, who helmed the movie adaptation of Frank Miller's graphic novel in 
2006, has confirmed the author is penning and drawing a new story on which the film followup will be based. femalefirst.co.uk 


Entertainment 4 


Treasure chest 


Johnny Depp is to earn $56 
million US for the fourth Pirates 
of the Caribbean film. The sum 
is reportedly the largest 
upfront payment in film 
history, femalefirst.co.uk 


EDITOR: TINA COSTANZA, TlN A.COSTANZAiS) METRONEWS.CA 


Signature sound 

Nervous energy drives Born Ruffians 



Born Ruffians are touring Western Canada in support of their latest album Red, Yellow and Blue. 


ROB MCMAHON 

for Metro Canada 


Born Ruffians aspire to 
stripped-down prog-rock 
that runs on rhythm. 

Multiple time signa¬ 
tures, percussive guitars, 
vocal yelps and youthful 
energy are stitched into a 
seamless whole. 

“At our best, hopefully, 
our songs sound like one 
fluid composition, even 
though we’ve written the 
parts at different times,” 
said drummer Steve 
Hamelin. “I don’t want to 
compare us to the Beatles, 
but they hide different 
time signatures in a song. 
Someone will be singing 
along and not notice that 
suddenly they are singing 
to 2/4 time.” 


Singer-guitarist Luke 
LaLonde plays guitar as 
rhythmically as Mitch 
DeRosier does bass and 
Hamelin drums. Parts 
bounce off one another, 
rather than blend together. 
The resulting instrumenta¬ 
tion helps the group 
switch time signatures 
mid-song — clean, short 
and snappy, it allows mid¬ 
song leaps of musical faith 
without sounding grating. 

“We always like to have 
wide spacious parts, since 
they allow us to interact,” 
explained Hamelin. “It’s a 
perfect way to switch time 
signatures without it 
sounding awkward ... We 
don’t need to transition, 
but can just stop and go on 
to something else, without 
making a jarring switch.” 

Ideas are approached as 


challenges the Toronto- 
based trio conceives theo¬ 
retically and works up to 
playing. Depending on the 
song, parts are written ei¬ 
ther in a jam, as the result 
of running with a happy 
mistake, or written in 
parts and then joined after¬ 
wards. For example, Hum¬ 
mingbird is melded from 
parts written separately, 
whereas Badonlcadonlcey 
flowed from one session. 

“Sometimes we jam out 
ideas, but a lot of time, 
they come when some¬ 
one’s leading and makes a 
mistake and the others fol¬ 
low, and it ends up sound¬ 
ing good,” said Hamelin. 
“We don’t have a black¬ 
board to write down our 
ideas, and so we all poten¬ 
tially have a different part 
in our head ... Sometimes 


there’s a lot of mis commu¬ 
nication, but eventually it 
all clicks.” 

Currently working on a 
follow-up to Red, Yellow 
and Blue, the band is har¬ 
monizing a little more. But 
while their singing may 
sound more melodic, the 
group’s songs will retain 
their trademark mid-song 


in concert ... 

• Born Ruffians play the 
Starlite Room tonight. 


switch-ups and nervous en¬ 
ergy — a technique de¬ 
signed as much for the 
band as for their listeners. 


“People say our songs 
jump around a lot, and 
they say we’re spastic and 
have musical ADD, but I 
don’t think as people, 
we’re spastic personali¬ 
ties,” he said. “We’re just 
worried that with only 
three instruments, if we do 
anything for too long, it 
gets boring.” 
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DVD picks 


You Don’t Mess 
With the Zohan 

Director: Dennis Dugan 
Rating: 14A 

ADAM 
SAN¬ 
DLER'S 

movies 
have be¬ 
come so 
drearily 
predictable 
that when he does some¬ 
thing a little different, you 
can’t help but smile. Even 
if a few brain cells die in 
the process. You Don’t 
Mess With the Zohan is 
possibly the nuttiest thing 
Sandler has ever done. 
Credit that to his co-writ- 
ers Robert Smigel and 
Judd Apatow, who manage 
to slide a few good zingers 
in-between the gross-out 
jokes. Sandler plays an ace 
Israeli counter-terrorist 
commando named Zohan 
who yearns to be the new 
Paul Mitchell, super stylist. 
Zohan decamps for New 
York for a new career in 
hair clipping and blow- 
drying, but his past fol¬ 
lows him, in the person of 
Palestinian nemesis The 
Phantom (John Turturro, 
in great comic form), a 
man so menacing, he 
chugs glasses of live baby 
chickens. 


The Happening 

Director: 

M. Night Shyamalan 
Rating: 14A 


IS M. 

NIGHT 

Shyamalan 
even try¬ 
ing any¬ 
more? The 
once- 
promising 
horror auteur follows his 
dead-in-the-water Lady in 
the Water with an eco-ter- 
ror thriller so laughably 
inane, it had theatre audi¬ 
ences howling at suicide 
scenes. And what a waste 
of a promising concept 
this is. The Happening 
imagines a rebellion by 
plants that are mad as hell 
and not going to rake it 
anymore. They switch 
from pumping out oxygen 
to instead producing a 
brain gas that causes hu¬ 
mans to spontaneously hit 
the “off” button, in various 
gruesome ways. Mark 
Wahlberg, Zooey De- 
schanel and John 
Leguizamo try to outrun 
the plague, along with the 
rest of the northeastern 

U.S. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Read our DVD review 
of Up the Yangtze 
at metronews.ca 
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Bacon has Booth in his sights 

Kevin Bacon is ready to take aim at John Wilkes Booth. The actor is developing a series for 
Showtime about former U.S. president Abraham Lincoln's assassin. tvcuide.com 
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Oprah being sued 
for defamation 

lawsuit The former head¬ 
mistress of Oprah 
Winfrey's South African 
school is suing the talk- 
show host for defamation, 
imdb.com reports. 

Nomvuyo Mzamane, 
who led the South African 
Leadership Academy for 
Girls, filed a lawsuit 
against Winfrey in 
Philadelphia on Friday in 
an attempt to salvage her 
professional reputation, 
according to People.com. 

The civil 
suit claims 
Winfrey 
“launched 
what 

amounted 
to a defama¬ 
tory 

campaign” 
against Mza¬ 
mane late last year by im¬ 
plying that Mzamane is 
“untrustworthy, failed the 
students of the academy, 
did not care about the stu¬ 
dents at the academy, 
knew of alleged physical 
and sexual abuse at the 
academy and participated 
in a cover-up of the 
alleged abuse.” 

The suit cites comments 
to the media Winfrey 
allegedly made in October 
and November last year af¬ 
ter a dorm matron at the 
school was charged with 
assaulting and abusing six 
students. 

Coldplay wins top 
honours at Q awards 

awards British band Cold- 
play won two top prizes at 
the Q music magazine 
awards in London yester¬ 
day, taking the Best Album 
title for chart-topper Viva 
La Vida or Death and All 
His Friends and the Best 
Act in the World accolade, 
Reuters reports. 

Singer Duffy, whose de¬ 
but album Roclcferry has 
sold an estimated 3.5 mil¬ 
lion copies worldwide so 
far, won her first Q, prize 
when she was named 
Breakthrough Artist at the 
2008 awards in London, 
according to the 
magazine’s website. 

Band Keane won the 
Best Track category for Spi¬ 
ralling from their third al¬ 
bum Perfect Symmetry, 
and U.S. indie rock band 
Vampire Weekend scooped 
the Best Video title with A- 
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In brief 


MUSIC American singer Pink 
has toppled Kings of Leon from 
the peak of the British pop 
charts with her single So What, 
the Official UK Charts Company 
said. Taken from her upcoming 
album Funhouse, the single is 
the second British number one 
for the Pennsylvania 29-year- 
old, whose real name is Alecia 
Moore. Reuters 


Beautiful People enraging, hard not to watch 



Robert and Greg are the hosts of Slice’s Beautiful People. 


IntelleVision 



UGLY BEAUTY: One of the 

side effects of the multi¬ 
channel universe, and the 
explosion of reality televi¬ 
sion feeding each other so 
voraciously, is that we 
have a wealth of TV on of¬ 
fer every night that ap¬ 
peals to more than just our 
desire to be diverted and 
entertained. Let me make 
this a little 
clearer: 

There’s an 
awful lot of 
stuff 

there that 
you’ll watch 
even if you’re probably not 
enjoying yourself, in the 
most supine sense of the 
word. 

Slice’s Beautiful People, 
which debuted last night, 
and gets repeated all over 
the network’s schedule for 
the next week, is a fasci¬ 
nating bit of television that 
will probably irritate, en¬ 


rage and disgust anyone 
with a healthy self-image 
and a worldview more pro¬ 
found than that of a 
spoiled and oversexed col¬ 
lege junior. Still, it’s hard 
to stop watching the show, 
which plays out like the 
cultural equivalent of a 
slow-motion train wreck, 
or a televised execution. 

The first episode of the 
show follows Robert and 
Greg as they make their 
way from Los Angeles to 
Toronto to start the latest 
branch of Beautiful Peo¬ 
ple, their apparently high¬ 
ly lucrative social network¬ 
ing website. It’s basically 
Faceboolc with a doorman 
— a mem- 
bers-only 
website 
where good 
looks are the 
principal re¬ 
quirement 
for admission, and appli¬ 
cants are voted in by their 
prospective peers. 

The two men are mar¬ 
vels of oily self-confidence, 
strutting, self-styled play¬ 
ers with indeterminate Eu¬ 
ropean accents who would 
probably be played by the 
Wills — Farrell and Arnett 
— in the movie parody. 


They’re spoiled and de¬ 
manding, complaining bit¬ 
terly about the luxury loft 
they’ve been put up in, 
and walking the streets of 
Toronto despairing that 
the city, never mind the 
country beyond it, has any¬ 
one up to the standards of 
their club. 

Once you’ve allowed 


Beautiful People to colo¬ 
nize more than 10 minutes 
of your time, the implica¬ 
tions of the show — and 
Robert and Greg’s business 
— can’t help but get under 
your skin. If you’re too un¬ 
comfortable with its al¬ 
most eugenic concept, it’s 
also pretty likely that you 
probably wouldn’t meet its 


standards. Judging by the 
applicants up for judgment 
on the beta website right 
now, there’s a pretty nar¬ 
row standard of beauty in 
effect, and some fairly at¬ 
tractive people are getting 
a big thumbs down from 
the jury. I have no illusions 
that I’d pass muster — too 
old, too fat, too bald, too 
weird — but I’m grateful 
that I’ve reached a tranquil 
plateau in my life where I 
don’t really care. 

With so many shows on 
primetime these days that 
look like they’ve been cast 
on the Beautiful People 
principle — The Hills, Gos¬ 
sip Girl, the new 90210 
come to mind quickest, 
though the list is long, 
probably endless — Beauti¬ 
ful People actually reads 
like a subtle sort of social 
criticism masquerading as 
reality fluff. If nothing 
else, it’s a rude reminder 
that the pitiless, Darwin¬ 
ian culture of high school 
has an effective half-life 
that lingers for at least a 
couple of decades after you 
survive the senior prom. 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 


It’s basically 
Facebook with a 
out doorman. 
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They do! 

Former American Idol star LaKisha Jones married financial adviser Larry Davis on Sunday in Los Angeles. 
Davis proposed to Jones, whom he met through friends, in June. people.com 


Lauren denies 
betraying pal 



people The Hills star Lau¬ 
ren Conrad is denying re¬ 
ports that she had a fling 
with Justin Bobby, the 
on/off boyfriend of her 
former roommate Audri- 
na Patridge, us- 
magazine.com reports. 

“I’m being accused of 
being a bad friend, a s— 
and a liar all at once. It 
would actually be funny 
to me if people weren’t 
taking it seriously,” Con¬ 
rad says. “The worst 
thing is knowing 
that a friend, 
that I’ve 
known for 
years and 
even 

shared a 
home 
with, 
thinks 
that I’m 
capable 
of 


that kind of betrayal. I 
would never hurt a 
friend like that!” 

PerezHilton.com re¬ 
ported that Patridge 
learned of the alleged 
hookup about a week 
ago, from one of Bobby’s 
friends. 

“Once again someone 
has mysteriously called 
Perez Hilton and had 
him post another insane 
and completely false ru¬ 
mour about me,” Conrad 
blogged on her My- 
Space page. “What 
kind of person 
would enjoy 
watching 
blogs and the 
press tear me 
apart?” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Calista reveals battle 
in returning to work 



people Calista Flockhart re¬ 
portedly fell apart when 
she gave up her role as a 
full-time mother to 
return to acting, 
imdb.com re¬ 
ports. 

After raising 
son Liam from 
infancy, the 
former Ally 
McBeal star 
returned to 
the small 
screen in 2006 to star 
in Brothers and Sis¬ 
ters. 

“All of a sudden, I 
wasn’t home to 
pick Liam up 
from school, and 
I realized it was¬ 
n’t really OK, and 


I wasn’t happy, and I was 
scratching my eyes out,” 
Flockhart tells C Magazine. 
I couldn’t believe I’d put 
myself in this situa¬ 
tion.” 

Flockhart was grate¬ 
ful she had boyfriend 
Harrison Ford to fall 
back on, as the ac¬ 
tor became a full¬ 
time dad. 

(I) was very com¬ 
forted knowing that 
Harrison was 
there. He real- 
stepped up 
and became 
a stay-at- 
home dad,” 
she says. 

METRO NEWS 


Amy’s guest list 
veers on long side 



marriage Amy Adams 
wants a huge wed¬ 
ding, 

femalefirst. co .ulc 
reports. 

The actress, 
who recently an¬ 
nounced her en¬ 
gagement to Dar¬ 
ren Le Gallo, her 
boyfriend of six 
years, wants to tie 
the knot in front 
of her entire 
family in a lav¬ 
ish ceremony. 

“I’m one of 
seven kids — 
it was never 
going to be 
a small 
wed¬ 
ding!” 
she says. 

Adams 
also re¬ 
vealed she 
and her aspir¬ 
ing actor fi¬ 
ance are not 
competitive when 
it comes to their 
careers. 

“Darren is not 
competitive 


with me at all. He has a 
wonderful talent and 
there aren’t many 
people in the 
world who are 
like that, where 
he does not think 
that my success is 
his failure,” she 
tells Vanity Fair 
magazine. “He 
just doesn’t see it 
like that, and I 
don’t either. If 
anything, he’s 
probably a little 
more protective. 
He is very 
protective of 
other people’s 
ownership of 
me.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Jay-Z splashes out for 
Beyonce’s wedding ring 



marriage Rapper Jay-Z 
spent $4.3 million US on 
singer Beyonce Knowles’ 
wedding ring, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

Although the 
couple married 
in a secret cere¬ 
mony in April, 

Beyonce had so 
far refused to 
show off the 
band until she 
was seen on a 
Miami beach. 
with her sister' 

Solange last 
weekend. 

The ring is be¬ 
lieved to be from 
the jewellers 


Schwartz. 

Mohammed Cimark, 
who runs Precious Gems 
and Jewels in London, con¬ 
firmed the huge octagon- 
diamond is a rarity. 

“If it is 18 carats then 
it’s a lovely size, an ex¬ 
ceptional diamond. 
It’s clearly a pre¬ 
mium stone,” 
he says. 

The jew¬ 
eller says he 
believed the 
l stone had 
| been 


METRO NEWS 



Humour wins over Robin 


relationships Sean Penn 
wooed his wife Robin 
Wright Penn on 
first date by making 
her laugh in a ridicu¬ 
lous outfit, imdb.com 
reports. 

The husband and 
wife of 12 years are 
back together af¬ 
ter a brief split 
earlier this year. 

“I walked in, 
the door was 
ajar,” she says. 



We were going to dinner. 
He said, ‘I’ll be right 
n.’ Five minutes lat¬ 
er he came in wear¬ 
ing cowboy boots, 
a jock strap, a pit 
helmet and a bow 
tie. I think that’s 
probably why 
’m with him, be¬ 
cause I’d never 
seen that on a 
first date be¬ 
fore.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Keira pans unnecessary nudity 


movies Keira Knightley has 
never been shy about 
showing some skin in a 
movie, but if you ask 
her, it was all war¬ 
ranted and 
boosted the 
storyline, 
popeater.com 
reports. 

“I certainly 
wouldn’t do it if I 
wasn’t (comfortable),” 
Knightley told Glam¬ 
our magazine. “I 
detest unneces¬ 
sary nudity 
and what it 
says about 
women in 
society. I 
think you 
see a lot of 
films where, 

‘Oh, yes, 
the woman 


gets her t— out again and 
runs around naked for no 
reason.’ And you kind of 
go, ‘Ugh, do we have 
to?”’ 

One thing 
Knightley says she 
won’t talk about, 
however, is her 
love life. 

“I never say 
anything about who 
I date or who I don’t 
date, and there I’ve 
made one state¬ 
ment and I’m 
not going to 
make another 
one,” Knightley 
says. 

She is re¬ 
portedly dat¬ 
ing actor Ru¬ 
pert Friend. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



celebrity brief II celebrity brief 


Paris plans to 
have kids soon 


I’m not overtly 
sexy, Victoria says 



family Paris Hilton has ba¬ 
bies on the brain, 
People.com reports. 

“I definitely want three 
or four (children),” the so¬ 
cialite said in Las Vegas 
Saturday night, while par¬ 
tying at Pure Nightclub for 
her sister’s birthday. 

The youngsters may be 
arriving sooner rather 
than later, too. 

“Soon,” Hilton says with 
respect to a timeline. 
“Maybe a year or two.” 

In the mean¬ 
time, Hilton is 
enjoying 
domestic 
life with her 
boyfriend 
Benji Madden. 
“We just 
had our 
seven- 
month an¬ 
niversary,” 
she says. 
“We are 
just so hap- 



people Victoria Beckham 
seems to be suffering from 
low self-esteem after hav¬ 
ing moved to Los Angeles, 
saying she feels out of 
place among the beautiful 
people and looks “a bit 
off,” orange.co.uk reports 
her as telling Glamour 
magazine. 

“I know I’m not overtly 
sexy to men. I’m just not 
one of those women,” the 
former Spice Girl says. 

However, Beckham adds 
that she deals with her 
self-doubt by being very in 
touch with her 
“spiritual self” 
and realizing 
she’s “a girl 
who made the 
best of herself.” 


Gossip spurs Anne’s friends 


people Anne Hathaway has 
hit out at her friends for 
believing tabloid ru¬ 
mours about her love 
life, imdb.com reports. 

The actress has been 
the subject of gossip 
since she split with 
businessman Raffaelo 
Follieri, who was ar¬ 
rested on charges 
of fraud shortly 
after they parted 
ways. 

But she insists I 


she’s still single and is sick 
of fielding calls from girl 
friends who believe 
^ every word they read. 
“I don’t look at gos- 
sip magazines and 
) websites, but my 
• friends do, and they 
call me out of the 
blue and ask me 
'if I’m dating 
l someone,” she 



says. 
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Take Five 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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I Crossword across 1 

1 Junlc in the in-box 

3110 million rupees 

5 Stir-fry pan 

32 Sticky stuff 

8 Greet the villain 

33 Jerry Garcia fan 

12 Operatic showstopper 

35 Lion’s pride? 

13 Rage 

36 Feeble 

14 Reverberate 

37 Autumnal quaff 

15 “Yellow” band 

38 Dramatist Molnar 

17 Horse of a different color? 

41 Swindle 

18 Scoundrel 

42 Satan’s field 

19 Cognac, e.g. 

43 Winter woe 

21 Lieu 

48 Snitch 

24 Brat’s stocking stuffer 

49 Mess up 

25 “— Fiction” 

50 Squared away 

26 Make like a caught 

51 War god 

possum 

52 Urban scurrier 

30 Recede 

53 Information 


Crossword down 


1 Pouch 

2 Expert 

3 Have 43-Across, maybe 

4 Capricious and reckless 

5 Untamed 

6 Feast-famine link 

7 PC requirement 

8 Boston newspaper 

9 Pic to click 

10 Roe provider 

11 PlayStation maker 
16 Cushion 

20 Bygone comic Martha 

21 Raced 

22 Toothpaste holder 

23 Exile isle 

24 Mantle 


26 Pulpit VIP 

27 “Zounds!” 

28 Top-notch 

29 Active person 

31 “Big Brother” host Julie 

34 Resides 

35 Chopped finely 

37 Cape — 

38 Greek cheese 

39 Always 

40 Anger 

41 Wagon 

44 Historic time 

45 Eggs 

46 Allow 

47 “CSI” evidence 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Find today’s answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25 + min.Keep practising 



Sweet Potato Soup 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 tbsp (25 mL) olive oil 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 large onion, chopped 
1 red bell pepper, seeded 
and chopped 

1 tsp (5 mL) ground ginger 

1 tsp (5 mL) allspice 

4 cups (1 L) low-sodium veg¬ 
etable or chicken broth 

2 large sweet potatoes, 
peeled and cut into l-inch 
( 2 . 5 -cm) pieces 

1 can (19 oz /540 ml) diced 
tomatoes 

1/2 cup (125 ml) natural 
peanut or almond butter 
1 package (16 oz /450 g) 
frozen shelled edamame 

5 oz (150 g) baby spinach 

METHOD: 

1 . Heat oil in a large 
saucepan over medium- 
high heat. Add garlic, 
onion and bell pepper and 
cook until lightly browned, 
5 minutes. Add ginger and 
allspice and cook for 1 
minute. 

2 . Stir in broth, sweet pota¬ 


toes and tomatoes, and 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat 
to low, cover, and simmer 
until potatoes are just ten¬ 
der, 15 minutes. 

3 . Place peanut butter in a 
small bowl. Whisk in about 
1 cup (250 ml) of the 
simmering broth. Return 
to pan and add edamame 
and spinach. Cook until 
edamame is cooked 
through, 10 minutes. 

PER serving: 

405 calories, 20 g protein, 
40 g carbohydrates, 10 g 
fiber, 20 g total fat, 3 g satu¬ 
rated fat, o mg cholesterol, 
303 mg sodium 

SERVES 6 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month’s 
Reader’s Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES O) 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 VJy 

You’ll understand irresponsible 
behaviour after a chat. You'll 
demand that maturity be 
shown. Your great work will 
lead to financial rewards. 

LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 V^/ 

Others will ask you for advice. 
You’ll surprise yourself. Infor¬ 
mation about a job will reduce 
your uneasiness. 


© 


TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 

Friction with a crook will result 
from restlessness. A visitor will 
complain about a commotion. 
A loved one will soon be in the 
news. 




SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Embarrassment results from 
stubbornness. Keep a steady 
hand in a new situation. A con¬ 
fining relationship causes a dis¬ 
honest reaction. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vit/ 

A reckless simpleton is absent 
minded. There’s an abundance 
of tension in the air. Be patient 
with a romantic person. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 V*]/ 

Detours will make you grit your 
teeth. You’ll achieve recogni¬ 
tion for your efforts. An admir¬ 
ing friend will create a stronger 
rapport. 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

Others will seek you out for 
bizarre ideas. Foster optimism 
about a deeper commitment. 
Don’t be cranky when you lose 
a game. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

An absurd puzzle is solved by 
making a fresh approach. An ail¬ 
ing friend is like putty in your 
hands. Bite your tongue when 
someone irritates you. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

It’s important to have a discus¬ 
sion with an old friend. A mes¬ 
sage will make you reach for the 
right person. Someone’s objec¬ 
tion will cause resentment. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

You’ll jump when money comes 
unexpectedly. Concentrate on 
forging full-steam-ahead. A diffi¬ 
cult person will do something 
delightful. 


VIRGO jO\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V*/ 

Progress is made after guilt 
wastes eveiyone’s time. Some 
one is trying to take advantage 
of you. Don’t go against your 
better judgment. 

PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

A family intervenes to save a rel¬ 
ative from doom. A trickster 
will cause a terrific quarrel. 
You’ll have to amuse a disagree 
able person. 


This day in history 

OCT. 7,1919: KLM of the Netherlands was founded. It is the oldest 
airline still operating under its original name. 

OCT. 7,1944: In World War II the uprising at Birkenau concentra¬ 
tion camp, Jews bum down crematoria. 

OCT. 7,1982: Cats opens on Broadway and runs for nearly 18 years 
before closing on September 10,2000. 

OCT. 7,2001: The U.S. invasion of Afghanistan starts with an air as¬ 
sault and covert operations on the ground. 

OCT. 7,2003: Gray Davis is recalled as Governor of California, 
three years before the official end of his office term. Film star 
Arnold Schwarzenegger is elected Governor. 
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Join Metro's .1 million daily readers. 
Read Metro and metronews.ca daily! 


metronews.ca 

Do it daily. 

SOURCE: NADbank Fall 2007/Spring 2008 Survey, read yesterday; 

BASE: Montreal, Ottawa-Gatineau, Toronto, Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver; CMA18+ 














































































































lose weight. 

Feel Great! 

With Biothera’s Laser Weight Loss 
Management Program (LWL W ) “ ^ 


What is LWL’"? 


Biothera's Laser Weight Loss Management is a 
complete system combining the benefits of cold 
laser technology along with a comprehensive 
nutritional program. Not only will you shed those 
unwanted pounds naturally without drugs, pills or 
side-effects, but you will look and feel better... all 
with one on one weight loss support with one of 
our Program Coordinators. 


How Does Cold Laser Help You Lose Weight? 


LWL“ treatments stimulates your metabolism 
thereby helping your body to use food more effi¬ 
ciently instead of storing it as fat. In addition, 
your appetite will be suppressed. LWL"* is also 
highly effective in relieving stress, which in turn 
will help alleviate food cravings. 


To find out more about LWL"\ simply call one of our clinics or better still make an 
appointment for a no-charge consultation. 



BIOTHERA 


■[CLINICS! 


West End Medical Building 
Suite #202, 9509 - 156 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5P 4J5 
780.483.0729 
edmontonfdbiothera.ca 













